
August 2018 

 
 
 

From Principal Mira 
 

 Dear Sem Families,  

 I’d like to take this opportunity to officially welcome you back to the school year.  I would also like to send a 

special welcome to our new Kindergarten students and families.  This year, we only have 4 kindergarten classes– this 

means that we have two less classes this year.  The staff is thrilled that you have entrusted your child’s education to 

us. Sem Elementary has an excellent faculty and support staff with a wealth of knowledge who work in various capac-

ities to support your child’s learning.  

 I encourage you to become active in our Parent Teacher Association (PTA), 

which you will hear more about in the coming days. The PTA is a wonderful way 

for you to share ideas and support the mission of the school. Another way to 

get involved includes volunteering to help with our WATCH D.O.G.S.,  chaper-

oning field trips, and offering to share your area of expertise to the classes/

school. This year, Kristi Williamson is our new PTA president and she will be 

sending more information to you soon. A special thanks to our previous PTA presi-

dent, Jackie Wood and the PTA Board for doing an outstanding job last year. You are appreci- ated.  

What’s New? 

 In order to maintain a safe learning environment, we made some changes to our morning drop of routines. We 

will have two drop of zones in the morning. One is in the front of the school,  but you can’t turn left into the front 

drive from Honey Grove. The second is the carpool lane in the back of the school where you will drop off your 

child at the gym. 

 You will need your car tag to pick up your kinder walkers at dismissal.  

Mr. Mira 

http://www.sem.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=10
http://www.sem.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=0


 
Daily Routines 
 All students will need to be in their class-

rooms by 7:45am.  
 Students can begin arriving at 7:20am.  
 
August 31st: Sembly 
 K:2  @ 8:00am 
 3rd-5th @ 8:45am 
 
September 3rd: No School 
 No school on Monday 
 
September 7th: Watch Dog Pizza Night 
 @ 6:00pmin the library 
 
September 12th: Sembly 
 K:2  @ 8:00am 
 3rd-5th @ 8:45am 
 
September 19th - 21st  
 5th Grade at Pine Cove 
 
September 27th - 28th 
 Book Fair @ Sem 



Arrival 
1. Students should not to arrive on campus prior to 7:20am. 
2. Class starts at 7:45.  Late arrivals need to check in the office.  
3. We will have 2 drop of zones.  One in the front of the school (east side) and 

the second one, by the side of the school (north side).  
4. HB 55 prohibits drivers from using hand held cell phones while 

moving in a school zone. 

5. Walkers, use the crosswalk to avoid adding to traffic congestion. 

5. The entrance on Honey Grove is only open during morning drop off.  
 

Dismissal 
1. Yoakum Drive will continue to be our only after school carpool 

zone.  We will use two lanes to expedite the process.  To exit, one lane will 
turn right, and the other will turn left on Honey Grove Drive.  Please select 
the appropriate pickup lane.   

2. You need your CARPOOL TAG to pick up your child. Please dis-
play the tag from the YOUNGEST child’s teacher.  

3. If you are picking up another family’s child, you must have that 
child’s car tag displayed.  

4. All carpool students will be dismissed by the gymnasium – Back 
of the School.   

5. Students are to walk their bikes and/or scooters while on school property. 
6. Please cross streets only at designated crosswalks. 
7. Watch, listen and obey the crossing guards. 
8. Students are not to remain on campus after dismissal without adult supervi-

sion. 
9. If you are changing your child’s dismissal routine, you MUST send 

a note with your child at the beginning of the day or an email by 
noon of that day. If your child does not have a note, 
he/she will be sent home by the usual means.  

10.Your child will only be released to the author-
ized adults (documented on registration form ). 



Drop Off & Pick Up 

 

Parents, 

1. No left turn onto the driveway from Honey 
Grove. 

2. Do not block the carpool exit.  

3. No PARKING in the driveway or the Front of the 
School. 

4. Please use your CAR TAG. 



Lunch Time Visitors 
 
Lunch time visitors may start joining us after the second week of school.  It is 
very important for our students to learn the school rules, procedures, and ex-
pectations during the first two weeks.   
 
 
Visitor Procedures: 
1. Check in at the office and get a Visitor’s Sticker. 

2. Designated parent tables are located in the back of the cafeteria. 

3. The Texas Department of Agriculture does not permit parents to bring food 

at lunch time for any other child other than their own.  Please help us moni-

tor this guideline from the state. 

4. If your child has a food allergy, please notify your child’s teacher and the 

school nurse, immediately. A peanut free table is available for any student 

with a nut allergy. Please visit FISD’s Child Nutrition website for more infor-

mation and for the proper forms to complete.   

 
 

We follow the state guidelines regarding 
regulations and  

allowable foods at school. 
 

http://friscocafe.org/Menus/Allergy-Info


Bringing Items to School 
To protect our instructional time from interruptions, please leave all drop-off 
items in the grade level bins outside the front office with students first and 
last name on item.  Teachers automatically check the bins on the way to lunch.  
If your child needs an item before lunch, notify the front office and they will 
inform the teacher. 

 
 

No Pets on Campus 
It is an FISD policy that pets are not to be brought on school 
campus our grounds at any time during the school day by par-
ents or employees. 

 For safety concerns, tennis shoes must be worn during 
physical education class. Flip-Flops will not be worn in 
P.E.   

              

PLEASE label your child’s jacket, coat, scarf, mittens, 
lunch box, back pack, etc. with their FIRST and LAST name. 

 

The district also prohibits any clothing or grooming that, in the principal’s judg-
ment, may reasonably be expected to cause disruption of or interference with 
normal operations. 

Dress Code 



http://www.sem.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=0
http://www.sem.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=0
http://www.sem.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=0


My name is Krystal Collins and I’m excited and honored to serve as your assistant 

principal.  This year will be my 18th year in education and my tenth year in 

Frisco. Previously, I’ve taught first grade and second grade in Fort Worth 

and Richardson school districts. I hold a bachelor’s degree from Prairie 

View A&M University and a Master's degree from Southern Methodist 

University.  My husband Anthony and I reside in Allen with our two chil-

dren, Kristopher and Kennedy. I am looking forward to building relation-

ships within our school community and partnering together to ensure our 

students grow academically and socially in order to reach their full potential.    

Hello everyone! My name is Jackie Bardin and I am the new Speech Language Pathologist for 

Sem Elementary. I received my undergraduate degree at Texas State University and my 

graduate degree at University of North Texas. I was born and raised in Austin and have 

spent the majority of my adult life in Austin. My fiancé and I have recently relocated to the 

DFW area with our furbaby Ranger (the most handsome lab mix). In our free time, we like 

to spend time with our family, on the water, and playing with our pup. I am very excited to 

start off the new year! 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS 



Hello, my name is Sonya Revels and I am the new ESL Teacher.  

 I am so excited to join the Sem Elementary family as the ESL teacher.  This is 

my 18th year in education, the last 7 with Frisco ISD. My husband and I live in 

Frisco with our two Yorkshire Terriers, Paris and London. We enjoy watching 

sports, Geaux Saints, and spending time with family and friends. 

 I am honored to be a part of the Sem family and anticipate many wonderful 

relationships that come with such a committed community.  I look forward to 

assisting all our students to reach their fullest potential! 

I am so happy to be a part of the Sem community this year! My name is Davise Riley. 
I will be a resource teacher this year, working with 1st and 3rd grades. I have been a 

Special Education teacher in Celina ISD for the past 7 years, and am really excited 
to be a part of FISD. I graduated from Texas Tech University many years ago in 

Human Development and Family Studies. I have been married to my hus-
band, Richard, for 23-1/2 years. My daughter, Amanda, is 21 and a senior at 
Arizona State University in Tempe - she spent a month in Beijing, China this 
summer on an internship.  My son, Griffin, is 18 and a freshman at Oklaho-
ma State University in Stillwater - we just took him this past Sunday, so I'm a 

little sad. I love to travel and to scrapbook. I went on a wonderful cruise with 
my family and friends this summer to the Southern Caribbean, where we zi-

plined in St. Kitts and drove jeeps across Aruba. I can't wait for my next adventure 
here at Sem! 

My name is Alisha McShan and I am incredibly happy to be able to work alongside the in-

credible staff and families at Sem Elementary this year. This year I will be working in the 

role of Campus Instructional Support Facilitator. In this role, I will be coordinating 504 

services as well as state and local testing for the students at Sem. This is my 21st year 

in education. In the past, I have worked as a teacher in grades second, third, and 

fourth. I have also had the opportunity to work as an instructional coach, dyslexic 

therapist, and principal at a charter school in the metroplex. On a personal note, I 

have been married for 18 years to my wonderful husband Phil. I have two children. 

Emily will be a 6th grader at Maus Middle School this year and Spencer will be a senior 

at Heritage High School. I also have two dogs, which I love dearly. Both are rescues and 

named Scrappy and Phoebe. In my free time, I enjoy reading and music.   



Hello Sem families! My name is Christie Edmunds, and I am so excited to be teaching 

5th grade reading and writing this year at Sem Elementary! I am very passionate about 

education and know that this year is going to be full of excitement and learning! 

A little bit about me… I graduated from the University of North Texas where I 

received my degree in Interdisciplinary Studies. This past May, I got married 

to the love of my life Zac, and we have two fur babies that keep us pretty 

busy! In my free time I love reading, shopping, watching Cowboys games, 

and spending time with my family and friends. 

In my class, we will work together as a family to encourage and support one another 

while we learn and grow. I am so excited to join the Sem family and I am looking for-

ward to a great year! 

Hi! My name is Shannon McCorkle and I am excited to be the dyslexia teacher here 

at Sem Elementary for the 2018-2019 school year. I have lived and worked in Frisco 

since 2001 and have seen lots of growth in our community over the past several 

years. I am married and a mother of three young men who have all been educated 

through Frisco ISD. My oldest graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 2017, 

my middle son is a graduate student at Texas AM, and my youngest son is a Junior 

at the University of Arkansas. I am thrilled to be a part of your community and look 

My name is Erin Turner and I am the Instructional Coach. This means I get the privilege of 

partnering with teachers to help them improve teaching and learning so their students 

become more successful. This is my third year as an Instructional Coach and I love it! 

I’m starting my fifth year in FISD and 16th year in education. I was a classroom 

teacher prior to becoming an Instructional Coach. I graduated from Texas A&M 

with a bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies in 2001 and earned a mas-

ter’s degree in curriculum and instruction from the University of North Texas in 

2007. My husband and I live in Frisco with our two daughters (Mattie and Eliza-

beth). I enjoy traveling, reading, gardening, and looking for my next new pair of shoes 

at Nordstrom. I am overjoyed to be a part of the Sem family and excited to start the 

school year!  



Sem Elementary will be teaching positive be-
haviors and supporting students in becoming 
lifelong learners by teaching Character Lab 
traits throughout the school year. These 
traits will be taught in the classroom by our 
teachers as well as by our campus counselor, 
Mrs. Jones.  We will be "Making Your Move" 
every morning with each student on the cam-
pus starting August 27th.  As  students arrive 
each morning they will be selecting (Make Your 
Move) a character trait that they would like 
to display/work on throughout the school day. 
We will continue with our practice  of charac-
ter traits awards being presented during our 
monthly Sembly.  
  
Our campus will be in alignment with the dis-
trict's schedule for teaching the following 
traits: 

  
 August – Overview of all traits 
 September – Purpose 
 October – Self-Control 
 November – Gratitude 
 December – Curiosity 
 January – Zest 
 February – Social Intelligence 
 March – Growth Mindset 
 April/May – Grit 



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 

At Sem Elementary, we give our students 
many opportunities to interact with the peers 
both socially and academically.  During 
morning meetings, students learn many soft 
skills to help them be productive . Soft skills 
are those qualities that apply across a varie-
ty of life situations—traits such as integrity, 
communication, courtesy, responsibility, pro-
fessionalism, flexibility, and teamwork.  



A PEEK AT OUR WEEK 

This year, our theme is Around the World. Help us celebrate our diversity! 


