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November’s character trait is GRATITUDE and we 
are truly grateful for the Sem Community.  We 
know that it takes everyone’s hard work to help 
our students grow academically and socially in 
order to be at their very best.  Last week, we 
shared our gratitude for the PTA and families that 
help our school. This week, we’d like to highlight 
our students.  
 
The students at Sem are truly special.  We collec-
tively feel that our 630+ students are the best in the 
district.  It’s amazing to see their passion for learn-
ing explode. We visit classrooms often, and we 
have the honor of seeing them in their element 
each day.  To watch them interact with their peers 
and explain their thinking is impressive. Our teach-
ers work hard to give them the tools to succeed, 
but to witness the students taking ownership of 
what’s been presented is their recipe for success.   
 
Our teachers have very high academic and be-
havioral expectations for their students.  As men-
tioned in previous correspondence, we work to 
teach the WHOLE CHILD. Our students are often 
eager to share their work with us and explain the 
process of what they did.  When visiting class-
rooms, it warms our hearts for children excited to 
share the book they’re reading. Their joy is conta-
gious when they want to explain how the strate-
gies they’ve been taught helps them to under-
stand the text in more than one way.  Children in 
one classroom can solve the same math problem 
in 3-4 different ways and then have the ability to 
teach others why their chosen method worked 
best for them. It’s phenomenal. 
 

Behaviorally, we’ve observed students who may 
have struggled making the right choice just weeks 
ago, can now reflect on their behavior using the 
character trait vocabulary.  Students are building 
healthy relationships with others in order to be at 
their best. Some are able to problem solve with 
peers and use their voice in a positive, restorative 
manner to “fill the bucket” of others.  Students at 
Sem phenomenal.  
 
We want our students to share their #SEMStory and 
they’re doing so by uploading works on 
Sewsaw.  We’ve watched videos of the kids talking 
their way through a math problem or explaining 
weather patterns.  The videos of the students shar-
ing all about themselves is something to see. If you 
are not subscribed to your student’s Seesaw ac-
count, notify his/her teacher and get connected. 
 
The good works of our students is often highlighted 
on Twitter and Facebook.  There are so many 
great things going on in the classrooms that it’s 
hard to keep up at times.  We encourage you to 
get connected to @SemElementary on Twitter or 
follow our facebook page 
@SemElementary2019.  The Sem Website has all 
the latest news you can use to keep you informed. 
 
We know that the success of our school takes 
more than the work of the people inside of the 
building.  It’s a pleasure to work alongside you to 
give your child(ren) the best education possible. 
Thank you for sharing your precious gems with us.  
 

Principal Mira and Assistant Principal Collins 
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1. School starts at 7:45 am. and ends at 2:55 pm. Please, 
for the safety of your children, don’t leave them unat-
tended.  

2. Morning Drop Off: You can use the front or back car-
pool entrance. Please do not block carpool. If your child walks to school, use the 
front entrance only.  

3. New Security System:  Please bring current ID every time 
you need to get into the building.  You must place it close to 
the camera at the front door so that we can clearly see 
it.  This is a requirement for every person every time that you need to 
enter the school.  

4. Lunch and supplies drop off: The boxes will be kept outside 
and teachers will check those boxes 45 minutes before lunch. 
Therefore, you do not need to use the door bell to let us know 
when you are dropping off a lunch. If you are dropping off some-
thing that needs immediate attention, email your child’s teacher. 

Remember, lunches will sit outside, so please pack them in containers that will 
keep them at the appropriate temperature and protected from external conditions.   

5. Cartags: You need your cartag when you pick up your child.   With your child’s 
safety as our #1 concern, we will have to verify your identify before your child is 
released which will delay his/her dismissal. 

6. After School Pick Up: Front of school is for walkers only. The parking is for school 
busses and daycare centers only. No parent parking.  

7. No Pets on Campus: It is an FISD policy that pets are not to be brought on school 
campus our grounds at any time during the school day by parents or employees. 

8. Dress Code:  

* For safety concerns, tennis shoes must be worn during physical education 
class. Flip-Flops will not be worn in P.E.   

*  PLEASE label your child’s jacket, coat, scarf, mittens, lunch box, back 
pack, etc. with their FIRST and LAST name. 
* The district also prohibits any clothing or grooming that, in the principal’s 
judgment, may reasonably be expected to cause disruption of or interference 
with normal operations. 
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The Tunes for Tommy Coin War starts Mon-
day, November 4th!!! Student Council’s first 
fundraiser will benefit our very own Ms. Ma-
honey and her family as Sem shows our sup-
port for her son Tommy in fighting cancer! 
Tommy Mahoney has selected 3 popular songs 
that you can vote for to play as our Morning 
Music. The songs are: You’ve Got a Friend in 
Me from Toy Story, Can’t Stop this Feeling, and 
Dynamite. Each coin you donate counts as a 
vote.  There will be voting buckets on the 
stage in the cafeteria and in the Library. Put 
your coins in the bucket for the song you want 
to win! Voting ends on 
Friday, November 8th. 
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