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From Principal Mira  
 Dear Sem Families,  
 Last week I shared with you some thoughts on 
how to help your child establish a growth mindset. 
This week, I want to share a little more about helping 
your child with perseverance.  
 Perseverance is not giving up. It is persistence 
and tenacity, the effort required to do something and 
keep doing it till the end, even if it's hard.   
 Increasing effort is just the beginning. Doing 
the same thing over and over while not getting closer 
to your target is not a good thing. To persevere, some-
times we need to acquire new skills. At Sem Elemen-
tary, our teachers focus on building a conceptual un-
derstanding of a problem.  In life, rarely is there only 
one solution to a problem.  The strategies they learn 
today will help make them future ready.  
 
 Here are some tips to support you on this 
journey: 
1. Praise and encourage the effort it takes to com-

plete a difficult task. 

2. Model the process: Students need to see and hear 
your thought process while you read to under-
stand something new. Let them see you circle, 
underline, and “think-aloud” while you solve word 
problems at home.” Children need to see that 
different problems require different strategies 
and/or more time.  

3. Listen: As students read or solve a math problem, 
ask clarifying questions to “see” their thinking.  
Here is problem to get you started:  

 
A man goes into a store and says to the owner, "Give 
me as much money as I have with me and I will spend 
$10." It is done, and the man does  the same thing in a 
second and third store, after which he has no  money 
left.  
 
How much did he start with? 
 
Have fun discussing, role playing, or sketching  the 
different outcomes. 
 
   Mr. Mira 



 
January 30 
• Rising Freshman Information Night . Check with your fu-

ture high school for details.  
 

February 15 
• No School - Staff Development  
 

February 18 
No School - Presidents' Day  
 

February 21 
• Coffee Talk with District Leader @ Wakeland High 
  8am – 9am  
 

February 22 
Sembly  
• 8:00 and 8:45 

https://sem2019.itemorder.com/sale


Arrival 
1. Students should not to arrive on campus prior to 7:20am. 
2. Class starts at 7:45.  Late arrivals need to check in the office.  
3. We will have 2 drop of zones.  One in the front of the school (east side) and 

the second one, by the side of the school (north side).  
4. HB 55 prohibits drivers from using hand held cell phones while moving in a 

school zone. 
5. Walkers, use the crosswalk to avoid adding to traffic congestion. 
5. The entrance on Honey Grove is only open during morning drop off.  
 

Dismissal 
1. You need your CARPOOL TAG to pick up your child. Pick up your tag dur-

ing Meet the Teacher Night.  
2. All carpool students will be dismissed by the gymnasium – Back of the 

School.   
3. Students are to walk their bikes and/or scooters while on school property. 
4. Please cross streets only at designated crosswalks. 
5. Watch, listen and obey the crossing guards. 
6. Students are not to remain on campus after dismissal without adult supervi-

sion. 
7. If you are changing your child’s dismissal routine, you MUST send a note 

with your child at the beginning of the day or an email by noon of that 
day. If your child does not have a note, he/she will be sent home by the 
usual means.  

8. Your child will only be released to the authorized adults (documented on reg-
istration form ). 
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